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puts brakes
on businesses

Last week, David Rice looked
into the vard at Master Boat
Builders and saw six vessels an-
der construction.

Five are offshore supnly
hoats,
support vessel.

Every one of the contracts
has a direct tie to the offshore
oil and gas business.

it’s been that way at the Lo-
den comyrany for the last sever-
al vears — six 1o eight vessels
ammually, all for oifshore oil and
gas clients — since Master guit
i)mldlm shrimgp hoats awhile
back.

When these boats are fin-
tshed, said Rice, 2 purchas
agent for the company, there is
ne more work, -

Master had a backiog-enter-
ing the yvear, and was negotiat-
ng new contracts, he said,
Then the federal government
declared its moratorium on ofi-
shore drilling. ‘

Challenged, overturned, re-
worked, the fate of the moraio-
rium has vet t¢ be determined.
Put Rice said that doesn’t mat-
ter much. The damage is done
for now, as far as Rice's custom-
ers are concerned.

Last week, Kiaberly Nastasi,
chief execuiive officer of the
Mississippi Gualf Coast Chamber
of Commerce, looked at mem-
Hevs of the Senate Commndties
on Small Basiness and Bntrepre-
nenrship and made an appeal.

“The ot industry and the sea-
food indusiry is a way of e
and a part of owr fiber, our very
heing.” she said durlig her tes-
tiinorny, “According to American
Petroleum lastituie, ‘what hap-
pens in the oil and matural gas
mdustry reverberates through-
out the ﬁ(;{)m"an'ly.’ v

t of the em-

b }H‘s!‘}g}: are
%mm, ‘i; affected by policies im-
posed on the of and natural gas
industry, she said, quoting the
APl

The other is called a dive |

Atotal of 379 Mississippi
busmmsos and nearly 3,000 e
ployees wilt be impacted
tivelv-by a moratortum, she
said. guoting a Dun & Brad-
street study.

“The loss of jobs from the
seafood industry, tourism and
fishing is extraordinary and
real ” she went on to say. “Unti
the ot spill is stopped and the
oil cleaned up, we have little
contred over the catastrophe
unfolding before us da

Bug, she ¢ ontinuad, “you have
the power to prevent a(lmtxom,l
lost jobs. The moratoriom on
drilling should be lified before
this mduﬁtry disappears.”

What's at stake?

Nastasi spoke for Mississippl

Steye Russell, whae leads a.
Maobile Area Chamber of
Commerce-affilfated group that
hopes to lure mare oil and gas
jobs to Alabama, offered these
mumbers for Mobile Couaty
alone: 1,882 direct jobs, £95 mil-
fion in payroll, $192 million in
purchased services and sup-
plies, almiost $22 million in tax-
es paid to Alabama.

But Rice’s take 15 a Hitle more
personal.

He's got about 150 peonle
working on the Master yard sv-
ery day. when you count em-
ployees and contractors. !

“We have peonle from Missis-
sippi, we have people from all
over Mobile County,” he said.

“If my men and women do not
have their checks every week,
then they don't buy groceries,
They don't buy clethes. Think
of hiow far-reaching semething
ke that could be 1o our com-
munity.”
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